What distinguishes children who develop autism from their peers?

(Precursor Behaviors)

In Infancy:

Gaze aversion

Limited gaze shifting

Limited reciprocity/Imitation

Inconsistent response to voice/name

Before Language Develops:

Facial Expression not directed toward others

Limited sharing/showing (joint attention)

Limited gesture use – handguiding instead

Difficulty interrupting preferred activities

As Language Emerges:

Does not respond to nonverbal cues

Does not converse

Does not coordinate gaze, gesture, facial expression, voice (“communicative systems”)

Does not initiate flexible imaginative play

Increase in odd, repetitive behavior

What does NOT distinguish children who develop autism from their peers?

	Response to separation
	Response to physical play

	Use of objects in routine
	Sensory sensitivities 

	Functional play
	Stereotypic behaviors



From Darryn Sikora, PhD. 4/08 presentation If You Think It’s Autism, Raise Your Hand (based on the research of Dawson and Osterling).











